Vaccines and inflammatory bowel disease.
Patients with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), including Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis, are at increased risk for infection due to both their underlying disease and the immunosuppressive therapy used to treat the disease. Numerous groups and papers support the routine vaccination of IBD patients, yet many opportunities to vaccinate this vulnerable population are missed. While immunogenicity may be somewhat attenuated, some protection is likely to be provided, especially when vaccination is performed during periods of reduced immunosuppression. Live viral vaccines should be avoided during periods of more intense immunosuppression; further specific guidance on this as well as information on individual vaccines is provided.